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Postering

begins...

Policy

A Welcome Note
from the Editor

Problem

The hardest part of taking on a new re
sponsibility is getting started. I will re
frain from introducing myself to the stu
dent body in some incredibly self-ab
sorbed and boring fashion. I will not be
gin by talking about who I am, what I do,
or even worse, where I come from. Simi
lar! y, I will resist the urge to give a ser
mon to the 1Ls about the virtues of being
a Ia\\' student. Instead, I have decided to
talk about some of the new things that are
happening here at the RG this fall.
Of note is our new initiative to provide
in-depth coverage of the myriad speakers
and symposia that are held here at the Law
School. Several folks have shared with me
their frustration at not being able to attend
all of the interesting events that the School
and our student groups organize for those
scant moments when we are not im
mersed in our class work. It is therefore
my sincere hope that the Res Gestae will
provide an opportunity for readers who
are unable to attend these engagements
to profit from the wealth of knowledge,
experience and viewpoints that grace our
halls during such visits.
That said, we still hope to provide a fo
rum for students to speak their minds
through editorial pieces, music/ food/
movie reviews, and cartoons. We would
certainly love to publish coverage of
events that happen beyond the walls of
Hutchins Hall.
More important than any initiative the
editorial staff may entertain are the new
faces that have already contributed to our
paper this year. In this issue, a large part
of our content is coming from newcom
ers to the RG.
So, as l get used to being the Editor-In
Chief of the Res Gestae, it is my pleasure
to welcome the new faces and extend my
personal invitation to any more students
who would like to join us.

Res Gestae calls into question the Law
School's new postering policy, which be
came effective September 1, 2002. Accord
ing to the policy, students and adminis
trators must limit all postings to a limited
number of designated bulletin boards.
One flyer per bulletin board. Nothing big
ger than 14" X22". No masking tape, glue,
or staples. Use thumb tacks or scotch tape.
These are just a few of the policy's detailed
provisions. Minutia, minutia, minutia.
We question the rationales behind the
policy and wish the administration would
have solicited input from the student lead
ers whose organizations are most affected.
According to the announcement of the
policy in the Docket:
"The primary reason for the
new policy is an aesthetic one:
the policy should go a long way
toward eliminating the 'plaster
ing' of walls, especially during
peak times in the academic year.
The policy, which allows for 1
poster per event on any one bul
letin board, should also address
environmentalist concerns re
garding the overuse of paper."
However, in seeking to set limits on
"plastering," the administration has re
duced thousands of square feet of usable
advertising space for student organiza
tions to a few hundred.
The environmentalist concerns are mis
placed. At what cost does the Law School
endeavor to save a few reams of paper?
What's next - no more pendaflexes be
cause they encourage the stuffing of fly
ers that most people immediately discard?
Why not encourage recycling instead? In
seeking to help the natural environment,
the people behind the pestering policy
have harmed the student environment,
which raises the point about aesthetics.
One person's trash is another person's
treasure. While some may see "plaster-
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ing" as an eyesore, others may cherish the
sight as evidence of student life.
A hallway full of posters proclaims,
"people do stuff here!" "Attend this
event!" "Get involved!"
Witness the student organizations fair,
an event where tables and postering was
encouraged, an event where photogra
phers can snap photographs depicting
images of a vibrant student life. Environ
ments and images like these encourage
new and returning students to get in
volved and take advantage of perhaps the
greatest resource a school can offer: other
people and the chance to meet, work with,
and befriend them.
Moreover, the "plastering" of walls is
effective for getting the word out. E-mails
get deleted, the Docket gets ignored, but
a poster on the wall, near a doorway, or in
a stairwell confronts a reader and commu
nicates a message even if a student is only
subconsciously reading it as their eyes
scan across the walls while on the way to
class.
For the most part, the bulletin boards
designated for student organizations are
too limited in size and not placed strate
gically. In many cases, the best places for
posting flyers are spaces where bulletin
boards would be impractical. The vital
ity of student organizations depends on
engaging the Law School community and
getting people involved. The new

HAVE A

DIFFERENT
OPINION?
Write to the RG at
RG@umich.edu

l\es ®estae

24 �r.ptember 2002

E.O. Squish
by John Fedynsky

This semester 's section of Enterprise
Organizations is the largest class ever at
the University of Michigan Law School.
With an enrollment of almost 260, Profes
sor Mark West and Room 100 have their
hands full. "It's not the kind of intimate
learning environment I'm used to," said
Maren Norton, 2L.
According to Rachel Gilliar, 2L, "part of
what we pay for is interaction with pro
fessors, which we're not getting."
Jason Mills, 2L, agreed and said, "I
think it's ridiculous that we don't get a
tuition cut."
Associate Dean Evan Caminker met
with the class and apologized for the fail
ure of the Law School to find a suitable
professor to teach another section.
Because EO is a prerequisite for many
higher corporate law courses, many stu
dents feel forced into the large class.
Norton described the situation as a catch-.
22. She said, "I would've been upset had
I not gotten to take EO this semester, but
there are definite drawbacks to having
such a large class."
Every class meeting has one student
who volunteered to be "on-call" and

speaks into a microphone when answer
ing West's question.
"I think it's kind of bogus on! y 50-odd
students get to participate," said Mills.
"For the people who learn by taking part,
you really deny them the ability to learn."
Mills also said that motivation for attend
ing class is low since he feels he could get
as much out of a printout of West's notes
than he could from attending class.
Mills also expressed the concern that
this year's large EO class may mark the
beginning of a new trend. "It's a slippery
slope," he said.
Deans Caminker and Baum stated that
they realize the current class is less than
ideal and are committed to making sure
the law school does not find itself in such
a situation again. "We weighed the costs
and benefits of allowing a class of this size
to take place and decided that it was best
to allow it," Baum said.
Due to the difficulties of administering
a test to 258 students, the final exam will
take place a day earlier than originally
planned, now the last official study day
of the fall semester.
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STUDENTS MET
W ITH NEW
POLICIES
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7 days a week. For more information see
http:/ I www.umich.edu/ -sites/hours/

Postering
In an effort to curb "visual noise" in
Hutchins Hall and Legal Research, the
Law School has implemented a new
policy that will affect the way law student
organizations publicize their events and
reach new students. According to the new

by John Fedynsky and D.C.
Lee

New and returning students were met
with new policies affecting three impor
tant areas of student life: security,
postering, and printing.

Security
In response to an assault and robbery
that occurred outside of the Law Quad on
Saturday, August 17, the Law School has
taken a number of steps. "The incident
made us take a look at the general state of
our security," said David Baum, Assistant
Dean of Students. Shifts of uniformed
security guards from Bums Security Com
pany will patrol Monday through Friday
from 5 p.m. to 2:30 a.m. and Saturdays and
Sundays from 8 a.m. to 2:30 a.m. Students
must vacate all areas of the Law School at
2 a.m. every day, with the exception of
journal members with library passes.
Concave mirrors were installed in the
locker area of the basement of Hutchins
Hall. E-mails about preventative action
were circulated.

" T h e
purpose of
the guard is to
be a presence
and act as a
deterrent,"
said Baum.
According to
Andrea Gold,
"the
2L,
policy shows
commitment
on the part of
the
Law
School to the
safety of the
students."
She added,
"but you should still be smart and take
precautions like walking in groups."

policy, "posting will no longer be allowed
on the walls of Hutchins or Legal Re
search, but instead will be limited to bul
letin boards (attached to walls) within the
Law School."

The University provides a free night
time walking service called S.A.F.E. Walk.
A trained Student Assistant from the De
partment of Public
Charlotte Johnson, As
Safety will walk or drive
sistant Dean of Student
S.A.F.E.Walk
you to your destination.
Affairs and chief drafter
S.A.F.E.Walk is available
of the new posting policy,
is available
FROM any central or
explains the decision as
north campus building I
an aesthetic one. "The
hours a day, 7 policy was prompted by
location TO any destina
tion within a 20-minute
our belief that the old
days a week
walk or a 1-mile drive of
policy too often resulted
the central/north cam
in plastering or 'visual
by calling
pus diags. S.A.F.E.Walk
noise' which made it less
is available 24 hours a
763-WALK
likely that some of the
day, 7 days a week by
postings were actually
calling 763-WALK (763- L------1 read," said Johnson. Stu9255).
dent input was not solicited.

24

Students who need access to a computer
lab after Hutchins Hall closes at 2a.m. can
use the university computing facilities in
Angel Hall, which are open 24 hours Mon
day through Thursday, or the computer
lab at the Michigan Union open 24 hours,

The decision of the Law School admin
istration limits to one the number of post
ers that may be posted on any of a limited
number of bulletin boards and addresses
environmentalist concerns regarding
overuse of paper.
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The impact of the new policy is unclear
at this point, but it may have the potential
to cause a lot of problems. The new policy
limiting the space in which student organization have to poster and further limiting the number of posters student organizations can place on the bulletin boards
might exacerbate the problem of waste
rather than improve it. Kelly Marra, president of the Law School a cappella group
Headnotes, admits that the new policy has
the potential to create more problems with
waste. "Instead of postering the walls of
Hutchins and Legal Research, we ended
up pendaflexing all the 1Ls, which actually took more paper than postering under the old policy," said Marra.

Other groups, however, do not feel as if
the new policy will change the way they
publicize their events or reach new stu
dents. Jennifer Scheller of the Catholic
Law Club said that under the old policy
posters tended to get lost. "We will con
tinue to use email groups to reach stu
dents," said Scheller. Erin Meek of the In
ternational Society agrees. "We use email
almost exclusively," said Meek.
With the already prevalent use of email
among student organizations, it appears
as if the clear and primary purpose of the
new policy regarding student postering of
the Law School deals with the aesthetics
of Hutchins Hall and the Legal Research
Building. Steve Thorn of the Environmen
tal Law Society says that after speaking
with Dean Johnson and various adminis
trators he believes "saving paper was a
secondary concern."

Printing
Beginning this summer, law students
are limited to400 free pages per semester.
For every page above the limit, students
will be charged 5 cents. To help maximize
student usage, the computer lab printers
are set to print on both sides of each page.
One sheet counts as one sheet regardless
of whether the student prints on one or
both sides. Students must change the default after each login if they wish to print
on only one side of the page. Students
are entitled to an additional400 pages in
computer labs elsewhere on campus under the University's Basic Computing
Package, a limit that has existed for some
time. Printing done off of Westlaw and
Lexis printers and through journal and
student organization logins do not count
toward students' personal limits. Stu
dents can monitor their page usage at the
following
URL:
https: I I
c g i 2 .w w w. l a w.u m i c h . e d u I
LawPrintMonitor/login. asp.
Rosa Peters, the Law School's Director
of Information Technology, cited several
reasons for the new policy, including cut
ting and redistributing cost and eliminat
ing waste. The policy was implemented
after years of studying student printing
habits and needs. The 400 page limit and
the 5 cent charge fall within the middle
range of similar policies at other law
schools. The table is available at http: / I
l a w . r i c h m o n d .e d u / g e n e r a l /
printsurvey.htm.

not expected to incur significant printing charges, if any. She expects 70% of
students will not exceed a $10 charge.
The new policy is partly a response to
abuse. In the past, 10% of students accounted for SO% of the lab's printing
costs. Over $21,000 was spent on paper
and toner in the 2001-2002 academic
year. At exam time, demand was so high
that Peters was personally driving
around Ann Arbor to purchase paper
for the lab.Over the summer, 34 students
exceeded the 400-page limit and incurred total charges ranging from 35
cents to $90.
Peters has fielded positive and nega
tive feedback. Erin Meeks, 2L, thinks
that the printing policy will effectively
cut waste. She said, "the new policy
sucks, but it's admirable not to waste
paper." According to Peters, "it's a
policy we have to watch and keep ana
lyzing."

Your Reactions

A

"'Yi

The administration
nterested in
hearing feedback about all these policies.
Don't be afraid to offer constructive com
ments to assist the administration in cre
ating policies that meet the needs of our
student population.

Printing charges at our peer
law schools ...
School
Free
Pages

Additional
Pages

UPenn
0 free pages

.08

Harvard
200/3 yrs

.05

UofM
400/sem

.05

Cornell
500/sem

.05

Yale
1000/yr

.05

Columbia
2500/yr

.05
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Defending a WTC
Bomber
by .Jessie Grodstein

The dream of that case, that one impor
tant case, has eluded many lawyers over
the years - particularly public defenders.
And while a young Rob Precht had once
imagined himself to be the next Clarence
Darrow, the regular roster of cases at the
New York City public defender's office
was a far stretch from the Scopes Monkey
Trial.
Then, on Friday, Febru
ary 26, 1993, a massive ex
plosion rocked the publi<
parking garage of thE
World Trade Center in NeVI
York City. And the day Fed·
era! agents chargee
Mohammed A. Salamer
with the crime, a dis·
gruntled Precht was "or
duty" - standing by, wait·
ing to take any case tha1
happened to come througr
the courthouse door.
Before an audience oJ
thirty students at a
brownbag lunch discussion
on September 18, an ani
mated Precht recreated thE
scene that day - the barrage of reporters,
the clanging of the holding cell, the one
flickering light bulb illuminating
Salameh's face during their first meeting.
From the outset, Precht informed us
mistakes were made - by the judge, the
prosecution, and even defense counsel
himself. "The 1993 defendants did not re
ceive a fair trial," remarked Precht "A fair
trial equates with impartiality."
At times running around room 218 and
waving his arms emphatically, Precht out
lined some of the trial's problems before
an attentive crowd.
First of all, Salameh only spoke Arabic.
When told to "make do," Precht found the
only available translator - an FBI agent.

Precht would have to get through the ini
tial bail hearing and so, instructing his cli
ent not to answer any questions, Precht
proceeded to explain the charges to the
accused.
Another problem came with jury selec
tion. One of the most difficult aspects of
the case, Precht
stated, was the prob
lem of maintaining
impartiality given all
the prejudicial pre
trial publicity. The
tremendous media
attention created
bias before the trial
even began. Yet the
judge denied the
defense's motion for
a thorough screening
of potential jurors,
practically ensuring
a biased jury pool.
Precht emphasized
the necessity of find
ing an unbiased jury,
and for that matter
an unbiased judge, a
vital - but not im
possible- task. By imposing a dual screen
of potential jurors, beginning first with a
written questionnaire, the system could
begin to cope with the stresses of this me
dia-frantic climate.
Precht also pointed to mistakes made
by the prosecution. Rather than focusing
on the legal issues of the case, the pros- .
ecution dwelled on the heinous nature of
the crime. FBI agents leaked information
to the press, exploiting the media blitz that
surrounded New York's worst act of ter
ror prior to September 11. The prosecu
tion then paraded a panoply of testimo
nials from victims and relatives of victims,
stoking the jury's sympathy.
Perhaps one of the most honest mo
ments of his talk came when Precht in-

II

dieted himself for choosing not to make a
motion to disqualify the blatantly biased
judge. Since there was no motion, the is
sue was not preserved for appeal. With
this omission, Precht admitted that an
other safeguard of the trial system was
struck down.
But a fair trial is possible, emphasized
Precht. By focusing on the legal issues in
volved, as opposed to the emotional at
mosphere, the accused can get fairer treat
ment. Further, by relying on specific evi
dence that those accused caused the par
ticular harm, the criminal justice system
can avoid future pitfalls similar to those
of the 1993 World Trade Center bombing
trial.
The value of a civilian trial is particu
lar! y important, Precht emphasized, given
the proposed alternative of military tribu
nals. Whereas a civil trial is subject to
threat of bias, a military tribunal does not
even have the pretense of impartiality. The
judge and jury are military officers, and
the president would be the sole judge of
an appeal. With particular relevance in the
post-September 11 world, Precht's re
marks emphasized his faith in the civil
ian jury system.

+
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Announcements
This Thursday night, September
26, the CRIMINAL LAW SOCI
ETY will be holding an introduc
tory meeting and will host MOVIE
NIGI-IT. This week's feature will
be Gideon's Trumpet. The festivi
ties start at 6:30 p.m. in 1 38
Hutchins Hall. All are invited to
attend.
On October 2nd and 3rd, First
Year Law Students will have the
opportunity to elect Representa
tives from their sections to the Law
School Student Senate. More in
formation to follow in lL e-mail
boxes.
STUDENT LEADERS, if you
want to make any announcements
in our upcoming issues, please e
mail us at rg@umich.edu.

.. ___________ ..
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Larry Thompson

Patrick

Speaks on DOJ

Ew ing:

By Lela Bellen

On September lO'h, the law school wel
comed Larry Thompson, the Deputy At
torney General for the United States, to
speak about his professional experiences
as well as the career opportunities avail
able at the Department of Justice. Thomp
son made sure to send the message to stu
dents "never, ever take a job simply be
cause of the money"; he stressed his be
lief in focusing on professional develop
ment and personal fulfillment when look
ing toward career options. Such advice
should not go unheeded seeing that Th
ompson has truly had a remarkable legal
career in both the private and public sec
tor. His professional accomplishments in
both practices have earned him vast rec
ognition and respect in the legal commu
nity.
Upon graduation from University of
Michigan Law School in 1974, Mr. Thomp
son started as an attorney for the
Monsanto Company based in St. Louis,
MO. He then left for Atlanta, GA where
he worked at the firm of King & Spalding
until 1982 when he was appointed as the
U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of
Georgia. The decision to move from the
private to public sectors allowed him to
gain invaluable legal experience; he was
a key player in fighting drug trafficking
in Georgia and achieved many successful
prosecutions of notorious drug kingpins.
Mr. Thompson returned to his former
employer, King & Spalding, as a partner
in 1986, and it was there that he started
the first white collar crime practice of its
kind in Georgia. He became an authority
in areas such as corporate fraud and by
1995 was serving as an independent coun
sel to the United States. Thompson em
phasized how important his public service
experience was in allowing him to attain
the professional development that en
abled his innovation and success in such
a novel area. In 2000, Mr. Thompson was
appointed as the Deputy Attorney Gen-

era!, under John Ashcroft, and he is cur
rently the leader of the recently developed
Corporate Crime Task Force.
Mr. Thompson spoke of the current
challenges facing the Department of Jus
tice. Last year's terror attacks caused the
DO] to expand its sphere in US policy
from that of a reactive role to a proactive
position. The threats of terrorism as well
as the hits on the economy have required
the DOJ to adapt to new laws and to work
closely with other departments and agen
cies in the development of new, and often
controversial, investigative techniques.
The DOJ furthermore is focused on height
ening its prosecution of corporate fraud
and crime in order to help regain investor
confidence, which has suffered after scan
dals such as Arthur Anderson and Enron.
The issues that the DOJ is facing, and the
work that Thompson and his colleagues
are doing have clearly given Mr. Thomp
son the type of personal fulfillment he
seeks in his career. He was adamant when
he said "accomplishments in a private
practice are those of an individual, while
accomplishments at the DOJ are those of
a collective institution."
The work of DOJ has a broad scope, the
goal being the preservation and protection
of civil liberties; the practice is not limited
to prosecution and its lawyers work in
many areas such as antitrust, tax, environ
mental, and civil rights law. Mr. Thomp
son was impressed by the student turn
out for his presentation, and was pleased
to see the interest Michigan students have
in pursuing the option of a career in the
public sector. He made it clear that the
DO] needs the best lawyers the country
has to offer in order to earn the confidence
of the public being served, and encourages
everyone to consider becoming a part of
the DOJ.

Ode to a
Man
Maligned
By Marc Edelman

He responded to the constant racial
taunting as a Boston teenager not by fight
ing back, but by rising above the masses.
First, he proved to be the greatest high
school baller ever to come through
Beantown. Then, h e moved o n to
Georgetown University, where he earned
the distinction as a unanimous All-Ameri
can, leading the Hoyas to the 1984 NCAA
Championship. He was the first member
of his family to graduate from college.
He was drafted by the New York
Knicks, first-overall, where he excelled for
fifteen seasons, becoming the teams' all
time leader in 11 categories, including
scoring, rebounding and blocked shots.
During those 15 years, he was active in
the New York community, president of the
NBA Players' Union, and a mentor to
many young centers.
Sounds like a hero.
But, when Patrick Ewing announced his
basketball retirement last week, many
sports writers labeled him as a failure.
Gee, whiz!
No professional athlete, save perhaps
Bill Buckner and Roger Maris, has re
ceived such harsh and unfair media treat
ment. Even though he never won an NBA
Championship, Patrick Ewing is undoubt
ed!y belongs on the first ballot in the Hall
Continued on page 8

�ll=S====���d��=��e=s=®�e=s=ta�e=�2=4��=��t��n�b�er=2�00=2����r--1989-90. Even
though the op
ponents knew
exactly what to
expect, few
could
stop
Ewing in his
prime when he
had the ball.
The days of
Jackson's fist,
however, were
not forever. By
the 2000-01
season, new
coach Jeff Van
Gundy began
running most
key
plays
through neo
phyte guards
L a t r e l l
Sprewell and
Alan Houston.
The old, weak
ened Ewing
was often left
standing one
on-one as a decoy

Ewing from page 7

ofFame. Not to mention, a little r-e-s-p
e-c-t.
Some of the fault for Ewing's dubious
legacy belongs to New York Knicks fans.
Booing sounded loud at Madison Square
Garden each time Ewing entered the game
during the 2000-01 season. The despon
dent fans could not understand how the
man who had joined the team as Super
man had turned into a vulnerable, middle
aged center, with a weakened Achilles ten
don to match his long-degenerating knees.
There was a time when former Knicks
coach Stu Jackson would call the "fist
play", which was not exactly a secret mis
sion. Opponents knew Jackson's "fist"
meant that teammates were to pass Ewing
the ball in the low-post, and Ewing would
try to bust through his defenders for a
tum-around jumper. Ewing averaged 28.6
points per game, thanks to the fist play in

New York
Knicks fans could not forgive Patrick
Ewing for growing old - and even those
that could, would not forgive him for
growing old without winning a champi
onship. Ewing's tenure in New York was
the longest of any City athlete in recent
memory After playing a team record
1,039 games and 37,586 minutes in blue
and orange, Ewing was battered and
bruis�d, and then betrayed by the front
office.

Ewing played two unspectacular sea
sons after leaving New York- one with
the Seattle Supersonics and one with the
Orlando Magic. Maybe the trade West did
as much damage to Ewing's heart as 15years of pounding the hardwood had
done to his knees. After the trade, he was
never the same player. Averaging just 6.0
points per game with the Magic in 200102, the veteran called it quits.
Maybe Ewing waited too long to leave
the game. If good old No. 33 had been
more like Michael Jordan and retired in
his prime, pulling the legendary George
Constanza ''I'm out of here," maybe he
would have been remembered differently.
New York Yankees fans tend to idolize
Don Mattingly for his brief, spectacular
baseball tenure in the late 1980s. They
forget that Mattingly retired young and
without a championship, having been di
agnosed with a degenerative back condi
tion. New York fans had little time to wit
ness Mattingly playing old and weak.
If Ewing had won just one champion
ship, maybe things would have been dif
ferent. Maybe he would have been the old
warrior who gave it all for a ring. Maybe
even the new Knicks ownership in
Cablevision would have known better
than send him to Seattle, as if he were a
horse, headed to the glue factory.
But no championships ever came in
New York, and hence, no glory to Ewing.
Instead, Patrick Ewing endured criti
cism but changed his game, playing a
lesser role in his aging years.
Patrick Ewing retires a man maligned.
It's not fair.

Changes and rebuilding and were the
party lines. Who cared that Larry, Magic
and Isaiah were all allowed to retire in the
city where they started? In 2000-01,
Cablevision Corporation purchased the
Knicks, and a new front office, obscure to
team tradition took the helm. Ewing, who
was by then a shadow of the player he was
in the late 1980s, was sent packing to Se
attle, across the country, far away from
home.

I have watched more Patrick Ewing
games than the average, controversial re
porter. And, I still proudly sing his praise.

---------------
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Just a

Drunken
Idiot
By Andy Daly

Thursday night, I was standing next to
a pool table and consuming a substantial
amount of alcohol during the latest install
ment of Bar Night. I found myself fasci
nated by the scene that was glowing back
at me from a TV screen hanging from the
ceiling. A half naked man and his half
naked son were sprinting toward a Kan
sas City Royals base coach and were soon
tackling him and throwing punches at his
head. The team dugout emptied onto the
field. The assembled choir of Kansas City
Royals immediately descended upon the
men in defense of their coach.

The next day, with the specter of war in
Iraq still looming and November elections
closing in, CNN was more fascinated with
the incident than even my intoxicated self.
After several replays of the incident,
America's self proclaimed news leader felt
itself obliged to characterize the bizarre
attack as some reflection on the American
sports fan. The discussion ranged from
arguments about stadium beer sales to
lamentations about violence in American
society.
In a four-person satellite link, Jesse Jack
son, Jr. attributed the attack to a culture in
which nearly all disputes come to a vio
lent end. In the same breath, Congress
man Jackson tied the attack to the Bush
Administration's increasing! y hawkish
stance toward Saddam Hussein, using the
opportunity to criticize the President's
Iraq policy. The coach who was attacked,
54 year-old Tom Gamboa, described the
attack as an "isolated incident." The news
anchor, however, disputed his claim,
quick to point out five violent incidents
between fans and players that have oc�
curred over the past twenty years.
The CNN approach was not unique.
The general thread linking the bulk of the
coverage of this bizarre attack has been
the issue of player safety, with special
emphasis on post-9I 11 security concerns.
In an AP article chronicling Cook County
prosecutor Colleen Daly's stance on the

incident, the writer concluded the piece
with a criticism of ballpark security, relat
ing it to the relaxation of airport security
over the past year. Lost in the article was
the fact that the attack was premeditated,
with the father, one William Ligue, Jr.,
having intimated his plans to his sister the
night before the game.

The unfortunate thing about this cov
erage has been the poor journalism that it
has fostered. The formulaic recitation of
the 9 I 11 mantra, the beer debates, and the
armchair ballpark security speculations
underscore the news media's obsession
with trying to fit isolated incidents into a
pattern of national crisis. Such exaggera
tion comes at the expense of providing a
balanced perspective on such events. Not
every attack in a public place is an act of
terror or a sign of widespread moral de
cay. Freud said sometimes a cigar is just a
cigar. I say, sometimes a drunken idiot is
just a drunken idiot.

+

I Hate
My Cell
Phone
b y John Fedynsky

I caved. I joined the 21'' century and
got my first cell phone. I hate it already.
The relationship started out innocently
enough. I signed up knowing the advan
tages a cell phone would have over my
old landline. It is cheaper. It has a num
ber that follows me when I change resi
dences or travel. Such were my two main
reasons. I gave these pragmatic, lawyerly
rationales to friends who called me on my
earlier statements about how cell phones
are annoying leashes and that I would
avoid getting one for as long as possible.
I should have said as long as practical.
Finally, the prospect of having no tuncContinued on page1 0
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CD Review: So
Much Shouting/So
Much Laughter
by Steve Boender

I've always felt that live
albums are like souvenirs
from a trip: they have more
me� ning to those who were
actu;llly t h ere. Lacking the
eiL•ment uf discovery that
Cllllll''- ,,·ith a collection of
til'II. ,, >ng-,, live albums just
Jet,,, ,1 r e minder of how
was,
cun cc r t
th.1t
" I t �,... t,>tnlltt cathartic."
\\.ttl;

·'·'

.\lu,-'II

\Itt, it

Shouting/So

I rtughter,

Ani

Dtl r.1:,_.,, 'L'n·es up her sec
' 'ild 1,' ,. '' ·llection,

a record

th.H '' d l ,· n r,1 p ture fans, and
111.11,·
t\

till'

n·,t uf

us wonder
about.

11.1: .1:; thv fuss is

I h,· l<•ngttme fan will ap
f'rc·,·t,1k th,· mix

of songs,

'' htch 'f'.lll' thl' range of her
.1lbunh Di f·r;mco is

a pro
and
lwr -tngtng ,1nd guitar leave
littk t• 1[,,. d, ·,ired technically. Taken from
1 ,1m >u' t< >uring venues during the last two
,.,.,lr'. tlw m,1krial features a full band and
:1 pn>n1llwnt h1>rn section. W hile the ad
dttt<>ll,JI in,trumentation does bolster her
,, >und. it cla,hes with the overall tone of
lwr -.png,. Cumbining lines like, "I want
t<> pull <>It nl\' tampon and just splash
aruund" ,, it h � happy Dave Matthews
esque h1>rn -,ection is sonically confusing,
tu -,a,· the IL·ast. Perhaps DiFranco agrees,
seeing a-. un more recent tours she's
ditched the hurn section.

.:.

tt,wnt lin· r,· rfor mer,

·

DiFranco is particularly attuned to
another essential element of the live album
- the between-song banter. One of the
more rousing moments of So Much Shout
iHg is DiFranco's discussion of the radio

industry, where she claims that every sta
tion is "owned by like, one guy." How
ever, her smugness can wear thin, and the
untethered environment provided by the
live stage allows a little too much freedom
for self-indulgence. Consciously pander
ing to the audiences' desire to see her as a
revolutionary, DiFranco spewed vitriolics
against the usual suspects - corporate
America, corrupt politicians, and the col
lusive media industry.
For those new to Ani Difranco,
perhaps one of her studio records would
be a better starting point. This record is
strictly

for
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Cellphone from page 9

the fans, and perhaps that's

tioning phone number to give to poten
tial employers during early interview
week prompted me to take the plunge.
So while my friends were ducking to
avoid the flying pigs and asking Satan
what the temperature was down there, I
familiarized myself with my new toy. On
one of the very first calls I made, I got
charged for roaming. For those unfamil
iar with the cell phone lexicon, roaming
is what companies call it when they charge
you, say, forty cents a minute for phone
calls you place on other networks because
you are out of your company's digital
range. W hether or not you are charged
for roaming depends on your location,
how the wind is blowing by your service
provider's nearest cell phone tower, sun
spots, and the flapping of a butterfly's
wings in Ghana. To incur my first roam
ing charge, I made a wrong tum on Oak
land Street, which is right in the center of
Ann Arbor, a high! y populated area where
one might expect full digital service. But
I digress. I found a way to block roaming
charges, but the tradeoff is that now my
calls get cut off arbitrarily, particularly
when I descend into the bowels of
Hutchins Hall.
Apart from roaming, I hate my cell
phone because of my call plan. I pay a
flat rate for local and long distance ser
vice. The only catch is that every month I
get 300 daytime minutes (you guessed it
- ten whopping minutes a day!) and 3200
evening minutes (according to my com
pany, evening starts at 9 p.m., not 6 p.m.) .
It's forty cents a minute for every minute
over the limit. There's a little clock that
runs on my attractive blue display screen
on my phone that tells me how long I've
been on a call. One minute and one sec
ond and one minute and fifty-nine sec
onds both count as two minutes, so now I
get sick pleasure when I hang up the
phone and see that I ended the call on the
fifty-ninth second of a minute. I'm in a
bad mood for exactly five seconds if I end
a call on the first second of a minute.

how she intends it.

Then there's the battery, which con
stantly needs charging. For some reason,
I can't plug in my phone and use it when

----
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the battery is low because the darn thing automatically shuts down
to recharge. The one
time I wanted to use my
cell phone as though it
were a landline phone, it
refused to comply. I lost
my brief window for us
ing some of my vast re
serve of evening min
utes because I fell asleep
before the phone had
enough juice to work.
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I've yet to have the phone ring at an
==

inopportune time, like a funeral or
something. But I must deal with the
threat of things like this, which were
never an option with a conventional
phone. Worst of all, my cell phone
makes me whinier (see above paragraphs).
There are three reasons why despite
all my rage I must coexist in my cage
with my cell phone: 1) I need a phone
2) that pesky little contract I signed
with its clause about signing up for at
least a year's worth of coverage and 3)
the fact that I hate my cell phone less
than I hated my land line.

So far, I've yet to lose
the phone, which would
really stink because I
declined the $4 a month
insurance charge. And
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fO\B JIEIE.

ACROSS
J. Dresses

6. Girl Scouts of Ame.rica(Ahbrv.)

9. Enraged
J 4. Of atr:irea
15. Hinged cover

!6. Slacken
l7.Extra
18. Weird
19. On fire
20. Ground beef
22.Lugs
23. Pull

24. Happily

_

after

26.Mind
30. Collection of psalms
34. Margarines
35. Stylish
36. Edgar Allan

37. Alomic or car
38. Small owl
39. Actress 'l'urner

40. Open (poetic)
41. Get up
42. Irish foot sold.icrs
43. Cross-pollination

12. Counter balance

45. Group of six

13. Fonner spouses

46.

21. Regret

47

reading

_..

's the limit

25.Immense

48. Radius (p.lural)

26. Pigeonhole

51. Winners

27. Incline

57.Bird-like

28. South of Saudi Arabia

58.

29. Corn on the

constrictor

59. Railroad station

30. Paralysis

60. Habits

31 . Geometric abstract art

61. Rule

32. "Divine Poems" author

62. Central NY city

33. Bread ingredient

63. "Sweets for the

35. Able to swim in

64. Tree

38.Spoken

65. M.arkcd with pocks

39._Luther
41. Not for
42. Very excited

44. Narcotic
l.Bigcut

45. Downhill or water

2. AR Rifle and Pistol Assoc.

47. Oboe ancestor

3. Paper quantity

48. Radar Altimeter Warning

4. Sharp point

System (Abbrv.)

5. Detectives

49. Confess

6. Hot, red wine punch

7

ofbeef

50. Navajo people
52. Bad kid's gift

8. Letter receiver

53. Interdiction

9. In a 9 Across manner

54. Narrative poem

lO.Correct

55. Stone

ll. Came down

56. Delay

